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For a fascinating corroboration of the Soviet harassment on this particular vessel [Keiko-Maru 
No. 3] as well as corroborating Commander Piotti’s assertion that the Soviets employed false 
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pingers to divert and confuse the allied endeavors, we may turn to a Soviet seaman’s report 
published in the Izvestiya series and quoted in “World Wide Issues,” 31 May 1991:  
 

“I recall:  there was a moment when Japanese search vessel Keiko-Maru No. 3 (or Kaiko-
Maru No. 3) dropped anchor next to Mirchink; this vessel had a self-propelled underwater 
search apparatus, controlled from the vessel via cable.  The operational radius of the 
apparatus from the mother vessel is, if I am not mistaken, two to 2.5 kilometers... At that 
time the TOF commander, Admiral Sidorov, gave an order—immediately equip a trawler 
stationed on Sakhalin with grapnels (devices to cut mine mooring cables or hawsers) and 
send it to a station next to the Keiko-Maru.  As soon as the vessel lowered its apparatus, 
the trawler was supposed to cut the control cable of the Japanese... See how far it went: 
this was outright banditry!  The only thing that saved the Keiko-Maru was the false 
“pinger” planted by our Navy.  The Japanese also took the bait of its beacon signal and 
went to the wrong area.” 
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